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Red capital. The cost of the campaign was immense;
the loss of life, especially among peasants and non-
combatants, was appalling. And the Reds, who had
withstood so many expeditions in the past, were un-
able to hold their ground.
But if the object of the Fifth Campaign had been
the destruction of the Chinese Red Army, it cannot
be said to have succeeded. The Reds were dislodged
from the area they had held and defended for more
than five years, but their armies were not broken.
They escaped from the "iron ring" into Hunan by a
manoeuvre which won the admiration of military
experts of all countries, and set out on the famous
"Long March" that has now passed into history.
Some day the full story of this march will be told: it
is a story that will be difficult to parallel. From the
borders of Fukien to the far North-west, this army
of less than 100,000 troops marched in all more than
7000 English miles, traversing the provinces of
Hunan, Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Kweichow, Yunnan,
Szechuan, Sikang, Chinghai, and Kansu. They
fought their way without a break or a real halt
through territory where there were always hostile
troops to oppose them, and they kept their leadership
and discipline intact (though half their numbers were
lost) until, in the autumn of 1935, the vanguard
reached north Shensi, where they united with the
26th and 27th Red Armies, which had occupied this
area since 1933.
What is important to notice here is the political
strategy of the march to the North-west. Early in
1932 the Chinese Soviet Government in Kiangsi had
officially declared war on Japan. This gesture, which